
 

How to read the Bible aloud in church 

Equipping Workshops are designed to be done either in groups or 1:1. They are focussed, brief, 
practical and designed to help the congregations and ministry teams of Bondi and Waverley 
Anglican Parish. Before going through this workshop, ideally you should review the two core 
workshops: ‘the equipping church’ and ‘every member ministry’

In all healthy Christian churches the Bible is the basis. 
The reading of God's word as His people meet is essential. In reading the Bible we hear the word 
of God addressed to His people in all ages. Therefore, when you read the Bible aloud you are 
making a vital contribution to the life of our church. This workshop is designed to help you do that 
better.
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Aim:
When you read the Bible in church, your aim is to communicate the Word of God, the 
Scriptures, as clearly as possible. 
Because the reading of the Bible is important, it is important that it is done well- so time and 
commitment are needed.

The mere reading of the passage itself should make the hearer aware of the purpose of God who 
is addressing them. In your reading of the Bible it is possible to give a different meaning to the 
passage by the way you read it. Merely saying words aloud is not your purpose. Communicating 
the meaning of those words is your purpose. A well read passage comes to life.

Two Tools for Reading
There are two basic tools available to you when you read. They are; Emphasis and Phrasing

1. Emphasis
You emphasise words by changing Volume and Pitch. If you emphasise every word you emphasise 
nothing. Here are some simple rules and examples about what to emphasise. Read this aloud now 
to see how they work. (Emphasise the underlined words) 

Emphasise words which introduce a new idea. Don't emphasise words which repeat old ideas.

"Love is patient Love is kind and envies no one. Love is never boastful nor conceited nor 
rude" 
Emphasise contrasting ideas
"If it's difficult for a good man to be saved, what will become of a sinful man?"

When an adjective and noun come together, emphasise whatever makes the meaning. 
See the difference: “He was a Chinese teacher” or “He was a Chinese teacher”

Be careful of the word "thing" or "things", always emphasise the word that describes the thing.
“don't touch unclean things"

Be careful with words that look similar to each other: 
Through, Though and Tough.

Emphasise verbs when they are used to command
“Repent! For the kingdom of God is at hand.”

Tone down information that can be left out without affecting the main story line or point of the 
passage. 

"Thomas, called the twin, said to his, fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with 
him."

2. Phrasing
A phrase is a group of related words. When you read aloud, the phrase is altered by either the 
pace that you read, or by the use of pause (a short silence following a word or phrase'). Here are 
some general rules regarding the pause:
Commas tell you where to pause and full stops to stop. Do this, and the listeners will be able to 
keep up with you. The pause gives the audience time to grasp what is read. 
If the reader doesn't pause at the end of each phrase the listeners don't have time to grasp the 
meaning,
Use the pause to separate ideas
Use the pause to direct audience attention to important ideas
"I tell You the truth, before the cock crows,------ -you will disown me three times"
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Preparation before the Day
When a reader is not prepared, it is obvious, and benefits no one. It is very important that you 
spend ample time in preparation.
1. Read the passage through and decide what the main point of the passage is (you may like to 
talk to the preacher). This will help you decide on the main ideas to emphasize.
2. Generally, at Bondi Anglican we will read from the New International Version. Don't read the 
paragraph headings; the bible text is all we want.
3. Work out the appropriate emphasis and phrasing. This is important because the emphasis and 
phrasing can sometimes change the whole meaning of the passage. You may find it helpful to 
underline words that you will emphasise and put a vertical stroke after words that you will pause 
after. (One stroke for a short pause, two for a longer one). A photocopy of the passage may be 
helpful.
eg: Notice the two meanings in this passage when you change the emphasis and phrasing: 
“What is that up on the road ahead?’ ‘What is that up on the road?-  a head?’
4. Then practice. Practice aloud, and then, if possible read it to someone else and get their 
suggestions.

On the Day
1. Be at church early so that you can tell the meeting leader you have arrived.
2. Be ready to go out the front with a minimum time-gap between the previous person and you.
3. Announce the reading by giving book, chapter, verse and page number (from the church Bibles) 
you are starting from. 
4. Allow people time to find it.
5. Read it slowly and with volume.
6. Speak into the microphone; don't be afraid of it. Be as natural as possible! Use your normal 
voice.
7. Pray that God's Word would be heard as you read.

Read through your passage more times than you think it is necessary to avoid 
simple mistakes when you read it at church. It will be enjoyable for everyone if you 
do this preparation.
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